
THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
An extract from the valedictory of the former editor

of this Journal has had a wide circulation in cer-

tain not over-friendly publications. The valedictory
mentioned contained certain well meant but erro-

neous statements, which, when published by them-
selves were calculated to damage the Journal in its
business interests and the Association. If the
Association critics had reproduced the whole article,
we would not now need to explain. The article was

written before the returns were received from the
Milwaukee meeting.
At that meeting there was an increase in member-

ship of 273, and in the last month, the membership
by application has brought the increase up to 300.

There has never been a time when the Journal
had so large a bona fide mail list, and there has
never been a moment when there was not money in
the treasury; more than sufficient to meet any pos-
sible contingency. There have been added eight
pages of reading matter, and the outlook for the
publication has never been brighter than at present.

We have maintained silence on this subject up to
this time, as we dislike to make public mention of
the business affairs of this office, but as longer
silence might be misconstrued, both within and
without the Association, we have thought proper to
state the facts.

The Association door is always open for new

members by application, and they are welcomed
because we strengthen the Association with every
new addition, and so far as the Journal may be able,
it will continue to urge every member of the profes¬
sion to lose no time in increasing the growing mem¬

bership ; but the talk about the decadence of the
Association is, in the light of the facts, as silly as it
is malicious.
Ten thousand new members would mean a great

deal to the medical profession of this country, and

there is no visible reason why all do not march un¬

der the Association banner, except the constant ten¬

dency to split up into hundreds of small coteries. If
there are errors in the form of the organization, such
can be corrected at the will of the majority, and the
practice of staying outside the fold and growling
only pleases those who wish to see the organization
belittled. The American Medical Association will
not decay until the profession itself shall lose its-
reason and its patriotic instincts.

The logical force of the position held by those who-
uphold organization, is irresistible, and the tendency
of the time, in all countries, is for better organiza¬
tion. A large body is more powerful to effect the
accomplishment of the desires of the medical pro¬
fession than a small one, and at this stage of our

political history the only forces that are effective in-
moving legislatures, are those backed by numbers.

The scientific aspect of the Association has mark¬

edly improved since the creation of the Business-
committees of the Sections, and a glance at the pa¬
pers published this year show a much higher aver¬

age rank than heretofore. There were always "star"
papers, but there were a number of mediocre papers.
At the present time, the Association may take just
pride in the high professional value of the papers
sent to the Journal from the Sections.

The Journal itself has greatly benefited by the re¬

newed vigor of the Association, and it can be made the-
equal of any medical journal published whenever the-
membership of the Association rises to equality in
numbers with any other, and that membership will
certainly come in time. The numbers are now increas¬
ing, but more slowly than befits this active, restless-
age. A little more vigorous effort to secure members-
by application will accomplish the desired result.

PERITONITIS IN THE MALE FROM GONORRH\l=OE\AL
INFECTION.

The profession has already become quite familiar
with the disastrous results of gonorrh\l=oe\ain the fe-
male and its varied pathologic possibilities as

affecting the pelvic peritoneum, and secondarily the
general expanse of the peritoneum. The possibility
of a similar infection of the peritoneum in the male
has received very little attention, in spite of the fact
that John Hunter many years ago called attention
to peritonitis following in the train of epididymitis
of gonorrh\l=oe\alorigin.1 In Hunter's opinion testicu-
lar inflammations of all sorts are generally accom-

panied by pain in the loins, and a sensation of weak-
ness in the lumbar region and pelvis. The intesti-
nal tract sympathizes ordinarily with most testicular
diseases, said sympathy manifesting itself either by
colic pains, or abnormal sensation located in the
stomach and bowels. Nausea and vomiting are fre-
quent symptoms.

1 Works of Hunter, edition 1843, volume ii, p. 219.
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